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NIMBY Mass Incident of the Construction of

Substation near Xie Yu Street

Abstract: In recent years, NIMBY mass incidents caused by the construction of

public facilities are universal, which have influenced and even attacked the stability of
the society, so local governments have faced higher requirements in social governance
system. There is a Xie Yu Street substation under construction in SIP, Suzhou, in 2015.
Until now, group conflict there is continuing and intense, which is a typical NIMBY
incident caused by the construction of substation. This paper has showed the conflict of
interests among the government, real estate developer, power supply enterprise and
surrounding residences, through describing the origin and process of this whole incident
in details, based on NIMBY, game theory and local government’s administration theory,
which helps analyze the main causes of the NIMBY mass incident. Meanwhile, feasible
measures have been put forward as follows: to raise the government’s abilities of policy
making, marketing and communication, to reinforce the citizen participation and to
improve information openness which can upgrade government’s credibility and achieve
the transparency and legalization during the construction of public facilities, to
introduce compensation mechanism, and to explore other resolving mechanism to break
the recent deadlock in this NIMBY incident. This incident is a representative one during
the recent urbanization, so we hope to come up with a feasible solution via deep study
and judgment, which can provide some valuable thoughts in preventing similar
incidents in advance and give experience reference to those have already happened.

Key words: NIMBY Movement; Mass Incident; Construction of Public Facility;

Xie Yu Street
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